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“Shadow-Writing.
W.G. Sebald and Photography”

In the 1930s Walter Benjamin called for photography to be included in the literarization of all walks of
life. At first sight one might think that the idea was to subject photography to legibility — the
emergence of art, literature and above all the general reverence of images would suggest that the
literarization of photography and the photographization of literature and art are respectively different
ways in which we attempt to counter the progressive decline in our mnemonic culture. Few authors
have described the endangered realm and pain of the work of memory in words and images as

incisively and impressively as W. G. Sebald.
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This lecture, which will be followed by a reception, is free and open to the public.



