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This lecture focuses on the Berlin Phonogramm-Archiv, founded in 
1900, and its subsequent strategy of collecting sound recordings of 
languages and music from a wide range of world regions. But, the 
archive also embraced the world as a resource in yet another respect: 
the daily production of phonograph cylinders required large quantities 
of wax and various other materials that depended on a global system of 
material supply—including Brazilian carnauba wax and montan wax from 
German lignite mines, the extraction of which caused environmental 
damage and deprived local populations of their livelihoods.
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